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What’s Happened Recently? 

The main news in the Peak has, unsurprisingly for this time of year, been on the Gritstone, however it has been courtesy of a brace of visiting 
Americans who have been making all the noise.  Alex Honnold, Kevin Jorgenson and Matt Segal have been quite literally making many of the 
Peak’s big routes look like child’s play, with, between then, ground up ascents of Parthian Shot, an on sight ascent of Gaia, and incredibly 
quick headpoint ascents of New Statesman (actually in North Yorkshire), The Promise, End Of The Affair and more. Check out the forums and 
news pages of UKClimbing.com for an awful lot of editorial and public comment. 

Our own Steve McClure has again been busy at the crag that refuses to be climbed out, Raven Tor, adding yet another desperate link from the 
Mecca finish. 

And finally: 

Dame Kelly sends it at Stanage! 

By Tina Gardner, BMC Press & PR Officer 

Double Olympic gold medallist and National School Sport Champion, Dame Kelly Holmes showed her natural sporting ability during a day of 
rock climbing in the Peak District National Park, where she met some of Britain’s young talented climbers and was shown the ropes by the 
BMC.  

The BMC’s invitation to take Kelly climbing outdoors came on the back of coverage for the Beijing Olympics, where she said she wanted to 
try a new sporting challenge.  

The BMC knew that Kelly had excelled in the Climbing Wall challenge on Channel Five’s recent Superstars series, and wanted her to have the 
chance to go climbing outdoors on real rock in the spectacular scenery of Britain’s most popular climbing crag - Stanage Edge.  

The first challenge of the day was to tackle a couple of 20 metre high routes. Despite the wind, cold rock and technical challenges, Kelly 
battled to reach the top. Kelly climbed with the BMC’s guidebook editor Niall Grimes. She was instructed by international Mountain Guide 
Rich Cross. 

Dame Kelly said “I was nervous when I first looked at what I had to climb but I was up for the challenge and knew I was in safe hands with the 
BMC. It was both a thrill and a relief getting to the top. It’s definitely something I’d like to do more but I’m not a big fan of the cold so next 
time I’ll pick a warmer day.”  

After lunch, the sun came out and Kelly got the chance to meet some younger climbers including Katy Whittaker, Jo Stadden, Pete Whittaker 
and Rob Clifton. They demonstrated bouldering on the Plantation Boulders and then Kelly showed her determination to succeed on some of the 
boulder problems.  

Kelly said: “It was great meeting some of the young and talented local climbers. They are really good at what they do. I hadn’t done any 
bouldering before but really enjoyed it and can definitely see the attraction”.  

Dave Turnbull BMC CEO said: “We’re really pleased that Dame Kelly chose to try out rock climbing. It was fantastic to see an Olympic gold 
medallist finding out what rock climbing in Britain has to offer. Climbing is a very accessible sport, with over 300 indoor climbing walls 
throughout the UK - many within inner cities - and an abundance of rock varieties and superb climbing venues in the great outdoors.” 

The day was featured in the local ITV News Bulletin 'Calendar’ in the evening. 
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Access Summary 

By Henry Folkard 

Two tenders have been made by the National Trust and RSPB jointly and by Derbyshire and Sheffield Wildlife Trusts jointly in response to the 
National Park Authority’s invitation to present new management proposals for its Eastern Moors Estate. This includes Froggatt, Curbar and 
Birchens besides vast tracts of adjoining moorland. In the event that the Wildlife Trust proposals are preferred, the BMC has made it clear we 
will be very happy to work with them, but both we and the Friends of the Peak have formally supported the NT / RSPB bid. History in the 
making? 

Next Question – what will happen when the National Parks Asset Review considers the future of the Roaches estate? 

On Backdale a date for the Court of Appeal hearing has been set for February 2009. It is a great pity an earlier date could not be found, since 
the destruction of the National Park continues apace. The Head of Law at the National Park has thanked the BMC for passing on members’ 
views on this vexed legal matter, saying the comments have been very helpful and spot on. 

Remember the Matlock to Buxton rail link proposals? Having been put to bed for twenty years by a consultant’s report renewed interest seems 
to have emerged as we go to press ten years sooner than anticipated. We do not yet know the strength of this interest, but we can remember 
what most (but not all) members thought last time round. 

The A628 Mottram – Tintwistle By-pass Public Inquiry is unlikely to reconvene before about May next year. An access issue has however 
arisen in respect of Bottoms Quarry, which the BMC is addressing through a national meeting on access matters with the landowners, United 
Utilities. The BMC will also be challenging yet more fencing on u.u moorland in the northern Peak. 

Natural England and the National Park Authority have both registered strong objection to some comments on the Roaches peregrine in the last 
newsletter, which they felt were unjustified and unacceptable. BMC access reps have had private meetings with both parties and a formal 
meeting is scheduled for the end of November. It is important to remember that we generally enjoy good relations with both organisations, not 
least because we share a very great deal of common ground and outlook. The birds are likely to return next year  - there is probably only one 
other peregrine on the nesting site on the gritstone of the peak though no one is suggesting that dearth has anything to with recreation – and we 
hope to reach consensus at the November meeting on how to do what we can to help nesting success without unnecessary restriction of 
recreational activity: indeed it seems climbers are perhaps the only group who sufficiently safeguard the birds to allow them to nest 
successfully on gritstone. 

Congratulations to Sheffield City Council who are dedicating Millstone for open Access under Crow. 

Particular matters of concern in the National Park are off-roading and raves (particularly in the Lawrencefield / Millstone area) though the two 
are not connected. Pity the rangers who have a nigh on impossible job in cleaning up the litter and broken glass afterwards  - though the ample 
spray paint graffiti takes a little longer to go. There has also been a spate of thefts from pay and display machines: if you are out and about and 
see anything suspicious, or any fires, do not hesitate to notify the authorities, or the local BMC access rep if you prefer. 

The plenary session of the Stanage Forum is being held over to the North Lees Open Day in September (or thereabouts) of 2009. Work on the 
North Lees Estate is progressing and pretty well on target as per the Management Plan. If you have not taken a look at the new footbridge at 
Hood Brook created by Robin Wood, just north of Bronte Cottage on the footpath to Greens House do: its an absolute an absolute gem. 

Several ring ouzel chicks were ringed on North Lees this year and three fledged without being ringed: it was too cold a morning when we went 
to do the ringing. Three nests were predated, probably by stoats or weasels, grey squirrel and crows respectively. Not nice seeing the remains of 
a female ouzel eaten on the nest. Breeding success was again disastrous in the Burbage Valley area: a lone chick at Burbage oaks being the 
only success (human disturbance may have accounted for the other chick here but elsewhere the problem was predation). It was a bad season 
too north of High Neb, though Bamford Moor fared better. 
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A Day Out On Kinder 

By Keith Sharples 

High in the Dark Peak is Kinder Scout; a place many climbers have heard about but few have actually been. The popular myth is that Kinder is 
a big, boggy hill and, hence by association, no place for a self-respecting crag-rat to be seen. Certainly that was the impression I had before I 
actually got off the sofa, pulled on my approach shoes and mustered the effort to head up there with my climbing rack and a few mates to see 
for myself. Frankly, I don’t mind admitting it but I was shocked with what I saw. If only I’d known just how good it was up there I would have 
gone earlier! So, I’ve learnt my lesson the hard way. Here’s some beta to fast-track your own Kinder experience. 

First off, let’s be specific, I’m talking Kinder South here – yep the sunny one! Other bits of Kinder don’t enjoy the same sunny aspect as the 
southern crags do for obvious reasons. To be honest, I’m also going to concentrate on Nether Tor and Upper Tor as this duo of crags offer the 
opportunity for a great day out as they are close together and the shortest walk-in. That’s not to dismiss the rest of Kinder South, namely Upper 
Edale Rocks, The Pagoda, Crowden Towers nor Crowden Clough Face; it’s just that these don’t offer quite the same concentration of climbing 
as the crags at the eastern end of the escarpment do. So park up in Edale, the railway station is a good bet, and then head up into the village of 
Edale and then keep going. Typically, it’ll take best part of an hour so set yourself a rhythm and keep at it! Depending upon whether you go to 
Nether Tor first or Upper Tor will dictate exactly which path you take, but follow instructions in any of the guides and you’ll be fine. Once on 
the rim of the Kinder plateau, it’s but a short stroll betwixt the two crags. If it helps, Upper Tor gets the sun earlier in the day and Nether Tor 
keeps it later into the evening. 

Upper Tor is a quality, compact crag offering a good selection of routes from Diff through to E7. This is a great place to lose your Kinder 
virginity. The rock is rough, clean and refreshingly un-polished! This is hardly surprising really given the location. It’s not unlike stepping back 
in time 25 or perhaps even 50 years in that the cracks still have rough pebbles within them and the surface of the rock offers a friction that those 
that frequent the more popular eastern Edges can only dream about. Upper Tor Wall (HS) is an uber classic; not only that it offers up a grand 
opportunity to photograph your mate amidst the scenic splendour – a three star route and one of the best at that. The Ivory Tower (HVS 5b) is 
the next classic on the list. This feels a big route and in fairness it isn’t short for grit given that it’s around 20m long. It weaves its way cleverly 
up the buttress finding the passage of least resistance. Assuming that you survive the traverse left and so are able to get established onto the 
upper reaches of the route, the headwall is a joy to climb – a wall more wrinkled that many a wrinkled wall! Brutality (E1 5b) is everything 
that you’d expect of a route labelled with such a moniker – brutal. Don’t walk on by though, it’s well worth half an hour or so of your time. The 
next target is the big roof to your right taken by Robert (E1 5b) and Do the Rock Steady (E7 6c). Chances are that you’ll marvel at the latter 
and shake a stick at the former. You should, it’s worth the effort. By the way, it’s reasonable at E1 as well, well-protected, short and offers 
good finger locks. You might see it at E2 elsewhere – truth is, it ain’t ever been E2 nor will it ever be! 

Nether Tor to the east is more like a moorland crag – bigger, more spread out and not quite as vegetation free. That’s not to say it’s a rambling 
mess – it isn’t – but it just isn’t as compact as Upper Tor. Moneylenders Crack (VS 5a) is the first major route to do. At close on 20m it’s 
another long route and the top is steep and thought provoking. Right again, and on the lower section is a striking arête, shorter than most of the 
route hereabouts. This is taken by Edale Bobby (E5 6a) and offers the usual bold, technical climbing style typical of such arêtes. A confident 
and skilful approach is needed. Finally and farther right Flash Wall (VS 5a) is the route to head for. It’s steep but well-protected and although 
it’s based on a crack it climbs like a wall. It’s another route that is pretty photogenic as well. 

So there you have Kinder South – well the eastern end of Kinder South to be honest. Head up there on a summer’s day with a rack of gear and a 
pair of ropes between you and a mate and you’ll come back down at the end of the day knowing that you’ve earned your ticks. All the routes 
mentioned wouldn’t be out of place in a list of the Peak’s best routes and you’ll be amongst the few that will have done them as well. 

Keith will be at the next Peak Area Meeting (the AGM) on Wed 26th Nov at The Grouse Pub above Froggatt, with copies of his new 2009 
calendar. 
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